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INSTALLED POWER CAPACITY BY SOURCE, 2013 (%)

Source: Bloomberg New Energy Finance, National Energy Administration, Ministry of Water 
Resources, China Wind Energy Association, China Electric Power Yearbook
Note: Some values cannot be graphically represented due to scale, please see source data for 
the complete numbers. 
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Yunnan
GDP: $193.6bn 
Five-year economic growth rate: 16%
Population: 46.6m 
Total clean energy investment, 2006-2013: $9.8bn
Installed power capacity: 47.8GW
Renewable share: 24.5% 
Total clean energy generation: 33,994GWh 
Top energy authority: 
Provincial Development and Reform Commission
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Yunnan ranked seventh among the 15 Chinese provinces with 
a score of 1.20 on Climatescope 2014, performing best in the 
Greenhouse Gas Management Parameter IV. The province 
performed the best in carbon offsets and corporate awareness.

Yunnan is located in southwest China. Its 2013 GDP was 
$193.6bn. As part of national measures to develop economies 
in central and western China, Yunnan also enjoys lower busi-
ness income taxes than those in developed regions. Small 
hydropower is the main source of renewable power in Yunnan.

In 2013, Yunnan received $1.98bn in clean energy investments, 
out of a cumulative $9.84bn from 2006 -2013. The wind sec-
tor received the largest amount of clean energy investments 
in Yunnan. Yunnan hosts most of China’s small hydropower 
projects, with an efficient capacity factor of 43.4%. Yunnan’s 
installed renewable energy capacity is 11.75GW. 

The commissioning of the second UHV transmission line from 
Yunnan to Guangdong supports more energy transfers derived 
from Yunnan’s vast clean energy sources, to the eastern 
coastal provinces of China with high power demands. Between 
the provinces of Yunnan and Sichuan, the commissioned 13.9 
GW Xiluodu Dam hydropower station in 2013 also serves to 
meet the power demands of the region. Wind capacity in Yun-
nan has almost tripled, due to increased investments in this 
sector from 2010.

In 2013, Yunnan sourced 17.5% of its electricity needs from 
small hydropower alone, out of a total of 174.8TWh. Renewa-
bles add a substantial mix to Yunnan’s power generation, pro-
viding 19.4% of power for 2013 (and 24.5% of installed capac-
ity). Large hydropower in Yunnan still contributes to the majority 
of power generation, with 53.4% for 2013.

Source: Bloomberg New Energy Finance
Notes: Total investment includes: Asset Finance, Corporate Finance and Venture Capital / 
Private Equity Commitments.
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For further information, access www.global-climatescope.org/yunnan  

ANNUAL INVESTMENT IN CLEAN ENERGY, 
2008-2013 ($bn)

$8.1bn total cumulative investment 
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