WEST BENGAL

-t
=
=

ASIA : INDIA

West Bengal

GDP: $57.1bn

Five-year economic growth rate: 1%

Population: 91.3m

Total clean energy investment, 2006-2013: $378.3m
Installed power capacity: 13.3GW

Renewable share: 1.5%

Total clean energy generation: 941.8GWh

Top energy authority:

Energy Department, Government of West Bengal

INDIAN RANKING OVERALL SCORE
2014 2014
9 0.78
PARAMETERS AT A GLANCE

West Bengal ranked ninth among the 10 Indian states included
in Climatescope 2014. It scored 0.78 and performed best in
Parameter Ill, Low-Carbon Business, as it is home to some of
the oldest solar manufacturers in India.

The services sector comprises two-thirds of the state’s $116bn
economy. A total of $378m was invested in its clean energy sec-
tor from 2006-12, the last year for which data is available.

Small hydro is the main clean energy sector in West Bengal,
making up most of its installed renewable energy capacity. The
state has several small-scale biomass plants, but very little wind
or solar. Despite its solar manufacturing capacity, it lags behind
in deploying solar projects.

In 2012, West Bengal generated an estimated 57TWh, although
not all of it was consumed within the state. Coal-fired plants
supplied 91% of total electricity generation, while renewables
contributed a very slight 1.4% (and represented an equally
slight 1.4% of installed capacity). The state’s distribution utility,
the West Bengal Electricity Distribution Company, is in good
financial and operational health and has an ‘A’ rating issued by
the Ministry of Power.

West Bengal has been contemplating large-scale ground-
mounted solar as well as large rooftop solar installations in
some of its major cities such as Kolkata. Coastal and low-lying,
the state does not have very good wind resources.

INSTALLED POWER CAPACITY BY SOURCE, 2013 (%)
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Source: Bloomberg New Energy Finance, Central Electrical Authority, State Load Dispatch
Centre

Note: Some values cannot be graphically represented due to scale, please see source data for
the complete numbers.

ANNUAL INVESTMENT IN CLEAN ENERGY,
2008-2013 ($m)

$228.9m total cumulative investment
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Source: Bloomberg New Energy Finance
Notes: Total investment includes: Asset Finance, Corporate Finance and Venture Capital /
Private Equity Commitments.

For further information, access www.global-climatescope.org/westbengal
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